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Introduction:  Hardly anything we do makes us more uncomfortable than surrendering control.  I remember the first time I jumped off a diving board.  It was only a low dive of about 6 feet, but as long as I maintained my death grip on the board I was still in control.  My instructor had to come out on the board, pry my fingers off it and then pick me up and drop me into the water.  I survived.   He knew that I would, because he was right there watching over me.  The next time I went right out and jumped off.  My fear was vanquished.  If anything went wrong my instructor was right there to save me.  
Surrendering control is a good illustration of what it means to submit to God.  It is counter intuitive to us fallen humans.  It requires something so vivid and substantial, that we will trust it more than we trust our own abilities and desires.  We see this illustrated in the story of Peter and the storm.  There are many threads to this story,  but let me focus on just this one.  Peter trusted Christ more than he trusted that boat.  He preferred Christ to that boat in a storm. He surrendered control of his own life and placed it in the hands of Jesus.  This is exactly what happens when we submit to God.  
Matthew 14:27-29   27 But immediately Jesus spoke to them, saying, "Take courage, it is I; do not be afraid."  28 Peter said to Him, "Lord, if it is You, command me to come to You on the water."  29 And He said, "Come!" And Peter got out of the boat, and walked on the water and came toward Jesus.

There has to be some very compelling reasons for any of us to let go of the steering wheel of our own lives.  Something inside us screams that no one cares about us like we ourselves.  Nobody else really knows what will make us happy, fulfilled or safe.  In marriage we hope that we will find that person, but very quickly discover that they are imperfect and do not know us or understand us like we had hoped they would.  This is where many marriages begin to falter.  We have hoped in someone to meet our needs and fulfill our hearts.  Troubled spouses believe that their partner will not meet their needs but the plain truth is that they simply cannot do so.  Broken and fallen men and women cannot ever meet one another’s needs. 
But….what if there was a person who would always know exactly what would be best for you.  What if this same person had convinced you, beyond a shadow of a doubt, that they would never, ever do anything to harm you.  And, imagine that this person had total ability, and desire to protect you and provide for your every need.  In other words,  when you put yourself in their care and submit to their desires for you, they will care for your every need; emotional, spiritual and physical.    Is there such a person as this?
The Bible says that Jesus Christ is that person.  Because He is the Sovereign God of Creation, He has the power to care totally for you.  Furthermore, He has demonstrated His willingness to do so and His surpassing love for you by bearing your sins in His own body on the Cross.  It is in this context that James can give us the following instructions. 
James 4:7-10   7 Submit therefore to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you.  8 Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, you double-minded.  9 Be miserable and mourn and weep; let your laughter be turned into mourning and your joy to gloom.  10 Humble yourselves in the presence of the Lord, and He will exalt you.

God answers three burning questions for us this morning.  

· How do the Humble Find Protection from the Devil
· How do Double-Minded Sinners find Righteousness
· How do the Hopelessly Broken ever find Approval
They are burning because we are all fodder for the roaring lion called Satan.  He is an ever present danger. We are all double minded sinners, because we daily turn back to dependence upon what we can see and do for our selves and we are all hopelessly broken people seeking the approval of God. 

How do the Humble Find Protection from the Devil [7]

James 4:7  7 Submit therefore to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you.
Submit therefore to God:  This cannot be a stand alone statement because of the word “therefore.”  James has just said that “God resists the proud, but gives grace to the humble.”  If I were to ask you to define humility right now, would you be able to do it?  Is it a way that we look?  Does it have something to do with our speech or dress or expression on our face?  Perhaps from a purely human point of view these things might demonstrate a measure of humility, But how does God measure and define humility?  At the end of the day that will be the only definition that matters. 
So here it is; right before our eyes.  God gives undeserving favor to the humble and unrelenting opposition to the proud.  Submit THEREFORE to God.   Humility then is possessed in direct proportion to our submission to God.  
Submit: A word that describes the protection and ease of mind that one finds when all is well.  A lost child in a mall who finds her mom or dad is not going to refuse their arms of protection.  No…they flee to them and rest in them.  They do not want to get down for a time and they are wary of being on their own.  

Such is the meaning of “submit.”  To make oneself comfortable and at ease under the authority of another.   This is the same submission applied by a wife to her marriage or a child to his parents.  There is safety under authority, because God has established all authority that exists. 

Romans 13:1 Every person is to be in subjection to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and those which exist are established by God.

And, all that authority is under His Authority. 
Colossians 2:10 and in Him you have been made complete, and He is the head over all rule and authority;
Resist the devil and he will flee from you:   There is a particle in the Greek that is omitted from most English translations.  It serves here to connect “submission to God” and “resistance to the Devil.”   What we have is something like this, “Submit therefore to God, I say resist the Devil and he will flee from you.”  Both submission and resistance are commands.  The latter emphasizing or explaining the former.  How vital is this truth?  Not knowing it is spiritually life threatening.  You must know, dear brothers and sisters who you are up against in this battle for your mind and spirit. 
· Satan is a vicious predator who easily overpowers men.
1 Peter 5:8-9   8 Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.  9 But resist him, firm in your faith,

· He is at work in your daily lives to take advantage of you. 
Ephesians 4:26-27   26 BE ANGRY, AND yet DO NOT SIN; do not let the sun go down on your anger,  27 and do not give the devil an opportunity.

· He crafts his lies and attacks in ways that lure in the unsuspecting. 
Ephesians 6:11   11 Put on the full armor of God, so that you will be able to stand firm against the schemes of the devil.

· He draws men into doctrinal error and entraps them there.
2 Timothy 2:24-26  24 The Lord's bond-servant must not be quarrelsome, but be kind to all, able to teach, patient when wronged,  25 with gentleness correcting those who are in opposition, if perhaps God may grant them repentance leading to the knowledge of the truth,  26 and they may come to their senses and escape from the snare of the devil, having been held captive by him to do his will.

· He presents himself as an “angel of light” and a “apostles of Christ.”
2 Corinthians 11:13-14   13 For such men are false apostles, deceitful workers, disguising themselves as apostles of Christ.  14 No wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light.

· He watches your life and accuses you before God and other men day and night. 

Revelation 12:9-10  9 And the great dragon was thrown down, the serpent of old who is called the devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world; he was thrown down to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with him.  10 Then I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, "Now the salvation, and the power, and the kingdom of our God and the authority of His Christ have come, for the accuser of our brethren has been thrown down, he who accuses them before our God day and night.

Is this enough to convince you that Satan, The Devil can lie to us, deceive us, ensnare us,  accuse us, lead us into error, take advantage of us and devour us. Just one more thing.  Jesus told Peter that Satan had asked for him.  Can you imagine the audacity of this.  But Peter was confident, as are many of us, that they are strong enough to resist him. 

Luke 22:31-34   31 "Simon, Simon, behold, Satan has demanded permission to sift you like wheat;  32 but I have prayed for you, that your faith may not fail; and you, when once you have turned again, strengthen your brothers."  33 But he said to Him, "Lord, with You I am ready to go both to prison and to death!"  34 And He said, "I say to you, Peter, the rooster will not crow today until you have denied three times that you know Me." 
So we are ready to answer our first question.  How do the humble find protection from the Devil?  They do it by submitting to God.  By this God means to place yourself under His care through obedience to His instructions and trust in His Sovereign Love and Grace. For many this is just too high a price to pay.  They are not willing to become slaves of God to obtain protection from the Devil.  They prefer to imagine that they are able to resist the Devil without submitting themselves to God.  You will not succeed at this endeavor.   Why?

How do Double-Minded Sinners find Righteousness  [8-9]
James 4:8-9   8 Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, you double-minded.  9 Be miserable and mourn and weep; let your laughter be turned into mourning and your joy to gloom.
Draw near to God and He will draw near to you:  James continues his first point here by elaborating on what it means to submit therefore to God.   This is evidence of a submitted heart.  I have met many believers who had convinced themselves that they were in submission to God, but did not seek God.  
Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, you double-minded:  Submission to God cannot be an intellectual activity alone.  It cannot be assent to sound doctrine or church attendance.  Judgmental self righteousness of sinners does not demonstrate “submission to God.”   James is harkening back to earlier chapters where he said, 
James 1:22-26   22 But prove yourselves doers of the word, and not merely hearers who delude themselves.  23 For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks at his natural face in a mirror;  24 for once he has looked at himself and gone away, he has immediately forgotten what kind of person he was.  25 But one who looks intently at the perfect law, the law of liberty, and abides by it, not having become a forgetful hearer but an effectual doer, this man will be blessed in what he does.  26 If anyone thinks himself to be religious, and yet does not bridle his tongue but deceives his own heart, this man's religion is worthless.
It is worthy of notice here that James considers an unbridled tongue a sign of a deceived heart.  God’s Word describes a man who knows the Word, gives assent to the Word,  practices some form of religion, BUT does not bridle his tongue.  Modern Christians do not heed this danger, and it is a danger from Hell and empowers Satan to destroy our families, friendships and churches. 

Jonathan Edwards wrote in 1730 the “Signs of Grace or godliness” include “bridling the tongue,” “thirsting after spiritual food,”  “and merciful spirit and practice.”
We are answering the question, “How do double minded sinners find righteousness.”  So let’s establish right now that we are these people.  You may be very convinced that you are in submission to God, but is your tongue?  We think we are resisting the Devil, but are we fully “bowed low” before the Word of God in our lives.  If not we are double-minded.  We have our own opinion of how bad something is and God has His.  Sometimes we agree with God but at other time not.  Christians can talk about one another behind their backs [accusing one another of sin] and look you straight in the eye and say they did not Gossip.  God says that it is.  This is double-mindedness.  
Be miserable and mourn and weep; let your laughter be turned into mourning and your joy to gloom:  So what do we do if we are double-minded?  We repent!  May God grant us repentance for our sins and our lack of submission to Him and His Word in our lives.  James is not telling us what our Christian lives are supposed to look like.  He is telling us what repentance looks like.  We saw it in Peter, who was supremely confident of his own ability to resist Satan apart from God.  After Christ’s arrest Matthew says that,
Matthew 26:73-75   73 A little later the bystanders came up and said to Peter, "Surely you too are one of them; for even the way you talk gives you away."  74 Then he began to curse and swear, "I do not know the man!" And immediately a rooster crowed.  75 And Peter remembered the word which Jesus had said, "Before a rooster crows, you will deny Me three times." And he went out and wept bitterly.

James is calling believers to repentance for our sins and they are many.   

James 1:2   2 Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials,  BUT WE HAVE NOT DONE THIS.
James 1:19-20  19 This you know, my beloved brethren. But everyone must be quick to hear, slow to speak and slow to anger;  20 for the anger of man does not achieve the righteousness of God.  BUT WE HAVE BEEN QUICK TO ANGER WITH ONE ANOTHER. 

James 2:12-13  12 So speak and so act as those who are to be judged by the law of liberty.  13 For judgment will be merciless to one who has shown no mercy; mercy triumphs over judgment.  BUT WE HAVE NOT SHOWN MERCY BUT JUDGMENT
So, dear ones….How do double-minded sinners find righteousness?  We turn to God in repentance.  We stop hiding or rationalizing our sin.  We “bow low” or “humble” ourselves under the opinion of God.  His opinion about our lives must become our opinion if we are ever to be single-minded men and women.  
How do the Hopelessly Broken ever find Approval [10]
James 4:10   10 Humble yourselves in the presence of the Lord, and He will exalt you.
Humble yourselves in the presence of the Lord:  This verse is the conclusion to the matter.  All men desire approval.  The problem is that we believe we are worthy of it, in and of, ourselves.  We can do it by ourselves.  God says we cannot.  He has proven us sinners throughout the Bible and yet we persist in the delusion that religion and good intentions will please God and defeat the Devil.  They will not.  The outward mark of our inward submission of the heart to God’s Word is becoming an effectual doer.    
He will exalt you:  This is not something we talk much about.  In this context it means that our submission to God in humility, characterized by sincere repentance is cause for God to exalt us.  In an almost parallel passage Peter writes: 
1 Peter 5:6-7   6 Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you at the proper time,  7 casting all your anxiety on Him, because He cares for you.

Humility is submission, not only to God, but to the circumstances that He brings into our lives.  Peter tells us to embrace our struggles and worries, because we have submitted ourselves to God. He is our Lord which means that He directs our paths.  Our circumstances are under His direct and Sovereign supervision. He will relieve us at the proper time.  It will be a time of His choosing and not our own.  It will be a time designed to bring Him Glory and not us.  It will be “the proper time.”   
Romans 8:28-32   28 And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.  29 For those whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, so that He would be the firstborn among many brethren;  30 and these whom He predestined, He also called; and these whom He called, He also justified; and these whom He justified, He also glorified.  31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who is against us?  32 He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him over for us all, how will He not also with Him freely give us all things? 
CONCLUSION:
Give a sense of finality:   We have two enemies in this passage.  One is the Devil who is merciless, ruthless and much more powerful than we.   The second enemy is our pride.  We imagine as believers that we can resist him and he will not deceive, ensnare and devour us.  But God’s Word calls us to rethink our pride.  Humble submission means to believe what God says about our sinful natures, our sinful behavior and our sinful rationalizations.  He calls us to single-mindedness.  This means that we are of one mind with God concerning all these things and we repent of our own prideful opinion of ourselves and He calls us to Glory.  Yes…The outcome of humility is Glory.  It is the doing of our God.  It comes “at just the right time.”  It is described by Peter this way. 
1 Peter 5:10-11  10 After you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who called you to His eternal glory in Christ, will Himself perfect, confirm, strengthen and establish you.  11 To Him be dominion forever and ever. Amen.
Satan will eat you alive where you stand unless you decide in your heart to be come a single minded, fully submitted  child of God.  Do you ever wonder why churches are unable to have peace and reconciliation.  It is because we do not resist the Devil by submission to His Word.  He is rampaging in the halls of worship, in the midst of the people of God.  This is why you need to hear and do the Word of God. 
Ask for a verdict:  I call you to submit to God this way.  The question must cease to be what you or I think is right and become what God says is right.  Will you humble yourselves to be convicted and converted by the Word of the Living God?  Drawing near to God to see yourself in the light of His Word.  Repenting and being transformed by the renewing of your mind?  God is calling us all to this commitment today.  
Finish by Exalting God and Christ:   This is for God’s Glory.  His people, willingly being changed into the image of His Son.  His people repenting of their sins toward one another and seeking reconciliation.  This exalts our Christ as He should be.  
Psalm 30:4-12  4 Sing praise to the LORD, you His godly ones, And give thanks to His holy name.  5 For His anger is but for a moment, His favor is for a lifetime; Weeping may last for the night, But a shout of joy comes in the morning.  6 Now as for me, I said in my prosperity, "I will never be moved."  7 O LORD, by Your favor You have made my mountain to stand strong; You hid Your face, I was dismayed.  8 To You, O LORD, I called, And to the Lord I made supplication:  9 "What profit is there in my blood, if I go down to the pit? Will the dust praise You? Will it declare Your faithfulness?  10 "Hear, O LORD, and be gracious to me; O LORD, be my helper."  11 You have turned for me my mourning into dancing; You have loosed my sackcloth and girded me with gladness,  12 That my soul may sing praise to You and not be silent. O LORD my God, I will give thanks to You forever.
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